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The Gift of Music brings musical instruments to kids who need them in Atlanta-area schools
(Atlanta, GA) The Gift of Music Foundation recently made a strong impact on some Atlanta-area
elementary students by providing a gift of free, reconditioned musical instruments to their band
program. The Musical Instrument Donation Program is one of the cornerstone programs on which The
Gift of Music was founded, according to Chris Monroe, Executive Director. “We know that there are
thousands of instruments sitting in closets, basements, and attics across Atlanta. One of our missions is to
find these instruments and get them to students and programs that need them."

Instruments were provided at no cost to be used by students at Luther Judson Price Elementary School
in in Atlanta. Led by Price’s “Teacher of the Year” – band director Tara Byrdsong – the Wildcat Band will
now have even more opportunity for kids to discover music and unlock all of the benefits it provides to
the educational process. According to Monroe, "Ms. Byrdsong reached out to our foundation for help
because she didn't have enough instruments for all of her students. Many were having to share an
instrument in class, and others weren't able to take them home.” He continued “it was apparent how
much time and passion Tara puts into her program and to teaching her students, so we were thrilled to
make our very first instrument donation to such a deserving group of young musicians and teachers.”

Byrdsong says the band programs are an important part of many of these kid’s lives. Along with
educational benefits, it also has a calming effect on her students. “The kids come in bouncing off the
walls, they may be upset, some already angry or sad about something. But when they come to band –
all of that goes out the window and we’re making music.” She listed other areas where she sees
benefits for her students like “expressing themselves, building comaraderie, learning delayed
gratification, and that if they stick with it, they will be able to achieve something. I love that.” The
additional instruments provided by The Gift of Music Foundation allow more students to participate and
to be able to check out instruments for home study, which improves their skills and increases their
learning opportunities.
The Gift of Music Foundation offers a variety of programs all aimed at the same mission: to promote and
support the importance of music education for children in our communities, and to help provide the
resources needed to keep music programs functioning. Aside from the Instrument Donation Program,
the Foundation provides grants and scholarships, helps fund after-school music programs in areas where
band and music classes were eliminated by budget cuts, helps provide fundraising opportunities for
individuals and programs, and provides access to quality private lessons for students to grow and thrive
as aspiring musicians.

The success of the Instrument Donation Program depends on a willingness to help from both the public
and from music educators themselves. While many come from people who have these “abandoned”
instruments in their home closets or storage, many school band programs also often find instruments
left behind by students who have moved on. The help of directors and school administrators to acquire
and re-purpose these instruments is essential. Often in some state of disrepair, The Gift of Music
Foundation has partnered with Big Note Music, an Atlanta mobile instrument repair service, to help
return the instruments to good working condition before being “gifted” to band programs and
individuals as needed. The Foundation maintains an inventory of instruments and has plans to make
many more of these gifts to music programs on an ongoing basis.

For more information about The Gift of Music Foundation and their programs
www.giftofmusic.org
For details on the Music Instrument Donation Program
http://giftofmusic.org/donate-an-instrument/
To participate in the crowdfunding campaign to support The Gift of Music Foundation
https://www.funding.giftofmusic.org/projects/help-launch-the-gift-of-music-foundation/

